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Congratulations 

Class of 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

Save the Dates 
 

 Staff Appreciation Week: 
Fri. June 11th 
 

 All Star Virtual Spirit Week: 
Tues. June 15th-Tues. June 
22nd  

 
 Class of 2021 “Crowns & 

Kicks Mixer”: Tues. June 
15th 5:30-8:00PM (Rain 
Date-Wed. June 16th)  

  
 Graduation Ceremony for 

Chavez Team: Mon. June 
21st at 6PM 

 Graduation Ceremony for 
Clemente Team: Tues. 
June 22nd at 6PM 

 Graduation Ceremony for 
Roosevelt Team: Wed. 
June 23rd at 6PM 
 

 Last Day of School/Awards 
Presentations/Report Card 
Distribution: Wed. June 
23rd  
 

June 2021Collaborating for Success! 

Parent Partnerships 

High School Placement is one of the most important processes our  
Pride Scholars participate in while attending Pride Academy. Prior to 8th grade, 
our scholars have the opportunity to apply to various scholarship organizations,  
such as The Wight Foundation, and NJ S.E.E.D.S. These groups assist middle school 
students to gain acceptance into boarding, independent day, and community schools. It is vital for 
parents to begin the high school placement process immediately following the admission of their 
child into Pride Academy.  
 
Beginning in the 5th grade, parents should speak with their children regarding high school options, 
potential career interests, and goals for their educational future. Our goal is to provide Pride 
Academy with a stronger and more superior process with each passing year. This year, 
approximately 70% of Pride Academy’s 8th grade scholars achieved acceptance to boarding, 
parochial, independent, magnet, charter, and technical high schools. 
 
Currently, most of our 8th grade scholars have registered at the high schools of their choice and 
they will soon see their hard work pay off! 
 
In previous years, the High School Admissions process commences with High School Night, which 
usually takes place during the last week in September. Unfortunately this year, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Pride Academy’s High School Night was cancelled.  To ensure our 8th grade scholars’ 
exposure to various high schools, Mr. Geiger invited many admissions directors to Q&A sessions 
during the first and second trimesters.  Scholars were able to listen to the requirements needed to 
gain admission to the high schools they wanted to attend as well as ask any questions they may 
have had.  These meetings were extremely informative for our scholars, and assisted them with 
their application decisions.  Mr. Geiger spoke with our 8th grade scholars and their families virtually 
to develop a plan in regards to their high school placement process. 
 
Many of our scholars chose to take the Essex County Vocational School Exam in December, 
January and February of 2020 & 2021 in order to help them obtain acceptance at those schools.  It 
is vital for our 7th grade scholars to begin preparation for the high school placement process over 
the summer. Students should actively research high schools in order to discover which schools may 
offer them the greatest opportunities. Family members should discuss all of the options with their 
children and guide them in their decision-making. Together, you can choose a high school that best 
suits the needs and interests of your child. 
 
Mr. Geiger will schedule virtual and in-person meetings with the 8th grade families for the 2021-
2022 school year beginning in August. This will allow time to prepare for High School Night, which 
will take place in September of 2021. We look forward to working with next year’s 8th grade 
scholars, and we wish all of our Pride families a fun and relaxing summer!  Good luck to our 
graduating class of 2021!  We are so proud of the determination, effort, and resilience you have 
shown this school year!  We will miss you!  

  High School Spotlight by Mr. Geiger 

“All-Star Virtual Spirit Week”  

We have taken some of the best theme days that Pride 
Academy has had over the past 13 years and put them into one 
amazing week! This year’s “All-Star Virtual Spirit Week” will be 
six days of theme dress down days, fun lessons and activities, 
games and competitions.  Field Day activities will run from 
Friday, June 18 through Tuesday, June 22.  Fifth grade will 
compete against the sixth grade, and the seventh grade will 
compete against the eighth grade.  Points will be awarded for 
completing lessons and activities, dressing up with the theme, 
and winning field day competitions.  The winning grades will be 
announced on the last day of school, which is Wednesday, 
June 23rd.   

Congratulations to our LOL! - League of Leaders for 
organizing a great week of fun for our whole Pride community. 
Special “shout out” to Mr. Altamirano for preparing all the Field 
Day events. We are looking forward to ending the year with fun 
and engaging community-building activities. 
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ACADEMY 

Keeping You, Your Loved Ones, and Our School 
Community Safe By Getting Vaccinated! 

Parent Partnerships 

“Vaccines (shots) are one of the tools we have to fight the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Vaccines are one of the most effective tools to protect your health and prevent 
disease. Vaccines work with your body’s natural defenses so your body will be ready 
to fight the virus, if you are exposed (also called immunity). Studies show that 
COVID-19 vaccines are very effective at keeping you from getting COVID-19. 
Experts also think that getting a COVID-19 vaccine may help keep you from 
getting seriously ill even if you do get COVID-19.  
 

These vaccines cannot give you the disease itself. The vaccines are safe. All the 
COVID-19 vaccines that are being used have gone through the same safety tests and 
meet the same standards as any other vaccines produced through the years. Different 
types of COVID-19 vaccines will be available. Most of these vaccines are given in two 
shots, one at a time and spaced apart. The first shot gets your body ready. The 
second shot is given at least three weeks later to make sure you have full protection. 
If you are told you need two shots, make sure that you get both of them. The 
vaccines may work in slightly different ways, but all types of the vaccines will 
help protect you.” 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/vaccines/facts-covid-vaccines-
english-508.pdf or https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/downloads/vaccines/facts-covid-vaccines-spanish-508.pdf 

Everyone 12 or older who lives, works, or studies in New Jersey is now eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine. 
There are multiple ways to get an appointment including: 

1. Use the NJ Vaccine Appointment Finder to find vaccination locations near you with available appointments. 
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/finder 

2. Visit a megasite for a walk-in vaccination. No appointment needed. Learn more below. 
3. Register with the NJ Vaccine Scheduling System to be notified when an appointment is available to you at 

vaccine locations that use the State's Vaccine Scheduling System. https://covidvaccine.nj.gov/en-US/ 
4. Seniors 65+ can call the senior-specific hotline at 856-249-7007 from 8am to 8pm to schedule dedicated 

vaccine appointments 
5. Veterans, their spouses, and their caregivers may be eligible for vaccines through the VA. Learn more here. 

https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/ 
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/slowing-the-spread/where-how-and-when-can-i-get-
vaccinated?utm_campaign=20210527_vaxcamp2a&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#direct-link 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymfsCc3BISE 
 
GET VACCINATED! - Senator Booker 



 

Spotlight 24:  Practicing Peace –  Have a Safe, Bully-Free Summer! 

As we head into summer vacation, please remind students of the tools and strategies they have 
learned at Pride Academy to help them avoid and resolve conflict.  Encourage students to 
demonstrate the “Pride Scholar” difference by modeling the core values of peace, respect, 
integrity, determination and empathy and making positive choices this summer.    

Following are a few reminders and practical tips that can help ensure our kids return to school 
happy and healthy in September!   

1. Cyberbullying is ALWAYS A NO-NO! It is never ok to treat others with disrespect, to 
share inappropriate or embarrassing images, or to bully online.  Although students may be 
in class together over the summer, they can remain in touch through social media.  The 
Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights is in effect every month of the year.  It mandates that schools 
respond to incidents of cyberbullying, if they meet the criteria specified under the 
legislation, irrespective of when or where it takes place.  If a student returns to school in 
September feeling unsafe, unable to learn, or in conflict with peers because of online 
bullying, Pride Academy administration will address the issue, in accordance with the law. 

2. Avoid Conflicts  

 Offer a sincere apology when appropriate or when an apology will end conflict. 
 It takes one person to start an argument but it takes two people to keep an argument 

going.   Walk away. 
 Treat others with respect. When in doubt, be nice.  
 If it feels wrong, it probably is. If whatever you are witnessing makes you feel uneasy, 

uncomfortable or bad, it’s probably because whatever’s going on is not okay. Trust your 
gut instincts. 

 It’s as simple as that. Do the nice thing whenever possible. 
 

3. Don’t put yourself in a dangerous position, but don’t ignore bullying. 

 Do not be afraid to go get an adult or someone else nearby to help if it feels like you can’t 
handle it on your own.  

 If others are arguing or a fight is about to happen, leave immediately. Bystanders can be 
injured or killed.  Violence is not a spectator sport.  

 Call 911.  
 

ONLY spend time with people who make positive choices. 

Parents:  Please monitor your child’s online, telephone and text activity closely.  

Parents: Please be vigilant. Bullying can occur anywhere, including in camps, sports, and summer 
activities. Only public schools are covered by the Anti- Bullying Bill of Rights. Keep open lines of 
communication with your children and inform supervising adults of any bullying or safety concerns 
you or your child may have.  

Follow these tips and you will be well on your way to having a safe summer.  Remember—YOUR 
CHOICES CHANGE THE GAME.  Have a great summer! 

Sources:  
www.cops.usdoj.gov  
www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org 
www.gangfree.org 
www.Violencepreventioninstitute.com  
www.fbi.gov  
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  Spotlight on Safety from the Desk of Ms Brower.... 



 

 

 
 
Every storm has a time when the rain ends. For the past 11 months, schools across the country have 
been closed and students, parents, families, and teachers have virtually been called to access learning in 
innovative and unique ways during an unprecedented time. As learning goals and curriculum adjustments 
were made, there was also the realization that quite a few grade level standards had not been 
addressed, and ultimately, as students transitioned the next grade, there would be a need for learning 
recovery to minimize further academic challenges.  
 
The summer provides an excellent opportunity for students to recharge and set goals for the upcoming 
school year. This summer, as COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, and we begin the journey of returning to a 
redesigned normal, it is also important for families to set aside time for their children to engage in 
continued learning. Below is a graphic from Education Week that provides a reminder to balance 
academics and fun during the summer.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are many possibilities for what this “balance” may look like, and ultimately, the decision needs to 
be what works best for the child and their family. Here are a few suggestions: 
 

 Have your child avoid screen time as much as possible.  
 Set aside time for your child to read each day during the summer break -- 15 to 30 

minutes per day is all it takes!  
 Develop Math and Reading skills by purchasing a Summer Bridge workbooks (grade level 

appropriate) from Barnes and Noble or Amazon. 
 Read, read and read! Spend time reading as a family by having a family Book Club, or set up a 

Family Reading Challenge to see which member reads the most books. Be sure to set aside time 
to write a review for the book or discuss the books. *We are happy to provide suggested reading 
lists as well.  

 Take trips to museums, zoos, and nature sites. But don't merely attend. Help children enjoy 
hands-on experiences, and engage in family conversations. 

PRIDE 
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Slide into Learning This Summer by Mrs. Wilson 



 

 Seek out summer camps that are STEM related programs (local colleges such as Essex County, 
Rutgers, Kean, NJIT may offer some). 

 Use https://keeplearning.khanacademy.org/summer-schedule to explore schedules and courses 
that are FREE and grade appropriate. There is also suggested schedules for course work 
provided for each grade level K-12.  

 Cook together and talk to your child to identify ways Math/Science are relevant in this activity 
 See this pdf for additional tips: http://www.summerlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Tip-

Sheet-for-Parents.pdf 
 If you are interested in an online summer program, check out this link to Varsity Tutors that has an 

array of choices (there is a cost): https://success.varsitytutors.com/summer-camps-cutout-hero-
nav/ 

 View the series Bookmarks on Netflix, where students can listen to and view stories read aloud by 
various authors and celebrities.  

 While this online resource typically supports students who need to fulfill academic requirements, 
parents may elect to utilize the resources and products in order to support their child with learning 
recovery and academic acceleration over the summer (there is a cost): 
https://www.keystoneschoolonline.com/credit-recovery.html.  

 
As always, please feel free to reach out to us if you have any questions or require additional information. 
We wish you and your family a wonderful summer! 
 


